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Onca  again  it  is  a  pleasure  to  offer  our  readers  a  sampling 
of  items  which  are  on  file  in  the  Village  of  Elsah  Museum. 

Of  particular  note  are  several  pages  from  the  1903  summer 
program  for  "The  Piasa  Chautauquan"  —  the  20th  annual  session 
of  the  Piasa  Chautauqua  Assembly.   Due  to  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Jack  Jacoby  of  Godfrey,  Illinois,  the  Museum  now  has  a 
complete  collection  of  summer  programs  for  exhibit  and  reference: 
A  corner  of  the  Museum  has  been  devoted  to  our  Chautauqua 
neighbors  and  to  related  memorabilia.  We  are  grateful  for  this 
valuable  contribution,  and  for  the  permission  to  reproduce  this 
material  granted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  New  Piasa 
Chautauqua . 

The  pen  and  ink  sketches  on  this  and  the  back  page  are  by 
beginning  art  students  attending  Principia  College. 
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This  document  verifies  that  Fred  Spatz  ^ras  elected  to 
the  Village  Board  in  1900.   This  is  a  typical  bond  signed 
by  elected  officials.   (Spatz  and  his  brother  are  remembered 
for  their  part  in  owning  Elsah's  first  gas  station,  now  the 
site  of  the  Christian  Science  Reading  Room,  and  for  working 
with  architect  Bernard  Maybeck  who  designed  the  simple  structure. ) 
R.H.  McNair,  an  old  bachelor,  tinker,  builder,  machinest,  and 
inventor,  served  as  police  magistrate  in  1900.   He  had  moved  to 
Elsah  in  the  late  1850' s,  when  his  father,  Thomas  McNair,  came 
to  the  village,  fresh  from  the  California  gold  rush,  to  build  the 
flour  mill  which  once  stood  on  the  Elsah  riverfront. 
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The  Legend  of  the  Piasa. 

"By  FRcANK  C.   RIEHL. 

Sitting  lonely   b}'   the  lieaithstone,  in   the  lire's  In  his  dreams  beheld  a  vision,  and  was  counseled 

ruddy  glow,  by  a  voice, 

Jlusiug  o'er  strange  circumstances  that  transpired  And  the  plan  which  it  unfolded  made  lus  stout  old 

long  ago,  heart  rejoice, 

AVJiile  the  winds  outside  are  sigliing  through  the  Though  the  jNIanitou  informed  him  that  to  save  his 

tree-tops  cold  and  raw,  people's  life 

I  recall  the  Indian  legQud  of  the  dreaded  Piasa.  He  must  be  the  proffered  victim,  and  might  perish 

in  the  strife. 
Ere  the  white  man  ever  gazed  upon  the  ilississip- 

pi's  flood, 

When  the  Indian  was  sole  monarch  in  this  AVestern  solitude, 

This  dread  thing-bird,  beast  or  devil,  so  the  olden  legends  say, 

Cast  its  shadow  o'er  the  valley  on  a  sultry  autumn  day. 

Just  above  where  the  IMissouri  and  the  Mississippi  blend, 
And  the  latter  swerves  to  southward,  as  the  bluffs  abruptly  end, 
'Tliere  the  monster  made  its  lodgings  in  a  cave  beneath  the  cliff. 
Where  the  terror  stricken  warrior  first  beheld  it  from  his  slciff . 

'Twas   a   fearsome  tiling  to   look  C(ji,  with  its  great  ferocious 

head, 
And  its  miglity,  vise-like  talons,  sliar|)  as  spears  and  bloody  red, 
"While  the  vampire  wings,  extended,  showed  an  alligator  tail, 
And  the  body  safe  protected  with  a  rugged  coat  of  mail. 

-AH  day,  perched  upon  the  hill-top,  it  would  gaze  upon  the 

wave. 
But  retreated  with  the  darkness  to  the  cover  o  f  the  cave ; 
And,  infallible  as  Nature,  just  at  break  and  close  of  day, 
Did  it  spread  its  mighty  pinions  and  go  forth  in  search  of  prey. 

AVoe  to  any  living  creature  that  its  eagle  ej'e  nnght  scan  ; 
■Oft  it  captured  deer  or  bison,  but  its  favorite  food  was  man. 
It  would  seize  its  helpless  victim  and  retire  within  tlie  cave. 
And,  once  grasped  within  those  talons, all  was  powerless  to  save. 

Many  a  squaw  beheld  her  warrior  borne  toward  He  would  soon  be  old  and  useless ;  gladly  would 

that  fatal  height,  he  die  to  gain 

l\hiny  a  huntsman,  home  returning  fouiul  his  wig-  Life  and  freedom   for  his  people,  and  to  see  that 

wani  bare  at  night;  monster  slain. 

,Sore  dismayed,  the  tribes  retreated  far  across  the  Then  he  chose  his  tw^elve  best  warriors  and  they 

Western  plain,  journeyed  in  the  night, 

But  the  bird  still  followed  after,  and  the  flight  was  Armed   with   bows  and  poisoned  arrows,  to   the 

all  in  vain.  demon-haunted  height. 

'Till  the  cavern  floor  was  covered  o'er  witli  lieaps  On  a  rock  above  the  cavern  the  old  Indian  took 

of  human  bones,  his  stand. 

And  the  forest  depths  re-echoed  a  despairing  na-  Parting  from  his  grim  companions  with  a  pressure 

tion's  groans ;  of  the  hand  ; 

When  at  last  the  aged  chieftain,  who  had  prayed  Then  in  an  adjacent  crevice  he  counnanded  them 

and  fasted  nmch,  to  hide, 

That  his  people  might  be  rescued  from  that  awful  Thence  to  shoot   upon  his  signal,  aiming  at  the 

monster's  clutch,  underside. 
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Although  a  staunch  believer  in  minding 
one's  own  business.  Grandma  Nettie 
Cronin  spent  a  life-time  being  a  friend  to 
others  and  in  lending  a  helping  hand  when 
needed  —  she  seemed  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  help  and  for  the  strength  to 
do  it.  She  willingly  shared  what  she  had  — 
it  was  difficult  to  leave  her  home  without  a 
gift  of  jelly,  apple  butter,  fresh  tomatoes, 
flowers,  etc.! 

When  Elsah  had  an  elementary  school. 
Grandma  Nettie  was  present  at  all  the  PTA 
dinners  for  the  children  and  families  bring- 
ing her  candied  apples  and  green  and  red 
jello  cubes  for  all. 

Nettie  Cronin  did  not  have  it  easy  — 
there  were  many  tragedies  in  her  life  —  but 
she  worked  hard,  and  was  a  devoted 
mother  and  grandmother.  Though  there 
were  many  hardships  in  her  life,  she  met 
them  all  without  losing  her  faith.  When 
asked  advice  or  an  opinion,  she  always 
gave  a  straight  forward  answer,  yet  sne  was 
never  unkind.  The  devotion  of  Nettie's 
children  and  grandchildren  to  her  speaks 
much  for  her  success  as  a  mother  and 
homemaker. 

Grandma  Nettie  has  meant  much  to  me 
and  to  my  family  from  being  a  caring,  kind 
babysitter,  to  bemg  a  shoppmg  companion. 
She  delighted  in  our  many  forays  through 
the  countryside  —  her  answer  when  being 
called  was  always,  "Give  me  five  minutes"! 
I  miss  her,  and  will  always  be  grateful  for 
her  friendship. 
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Nettie  Cronin  (Annetta  Marie  Bechtold) 
was  born  June  17, 1896,  the  eleventh  of 
twelve  children  of  Mathias  and  Anna  .Bech- 
told of  Beltrees.  Only  seven  of  the  twelve 
survived  past  early  childhood.  With  her 
sister  and  five  brothers,  Nettie  attended  the 
one-room  Randolph  school  at  Lock  Haven. 
She  shared  the  farm  chores  in  the  fields  as 
well  as  the  endless  cleaning,  laundry,  and 
cooking  so  necessary  for  a  big  family.  Even 
as  a  girl  she  preferred  the  outdoor  work. 
This  love  of  working  the  land  and  watch- 
ing things  grow  lasted  through  her  entire 
life,  as  anyone  who  ever  walked  through 
her  flower  gardens  or  shared  the  bounty  of 
her  vegetable  garden  will  agree. 

In  her  teen  years,  Nettie  worked  for 
various  families  as  a  mother's  helper  or 
doing  housework  wherever  there  was  a 
need.  She  worked  at  Mrs.  Cresswell's 
boarding  house  (the  present  "Riverview 
House"  in  Elsah)  and  at  the  Springs  Hotel 
in  Chautauqua.  She  also  worked  for  Mrs. 
Lucy  Semple  Ames  at  Notchcliff  on  the 
bluff  whicn  is  now  Principia  College. 


In  1919,  at  St.  Michael's  Church  in 
Beltrees,  she  married  John  Cronin,  a  rail- 
road section  foreman  whose  job  brought 
him  to  Beltrees  and  Elsah  from  his  home  in 
Carrollton,  Illinois.  Their  first  home  was  a 
small  stone  cottage  near  the  river  in  Elsah 
which  they  rented  from  Mrs.  Ames.  Their 
first  child,  Catherine  Emily  (Pat),  was  born 
there.  Although  the  couple  were  urged  by 
family  and  friends,  including  Mrs.  Ames,  to 
buy  tnis  house  and  make  it  meir  permanent 
home,  Nettie  never  learned  to  love  (or  trust) 
the  river.  She  preferred  to  put  some  dis- 
tance between  ner  family  and  the  muddy 
Mississippi.  Soon  she  and  John  left  their 
river  home  (now  known  as  "Gate  Lodge"). 
With  the  help  of  a  loan  from  Mrs.  Ames, 
they  bought  a  house  and  property  at  the 
north  end  of  the  village  where  they  raised 
their  family.  Daughter  Pat  was  joined  by 
three  brothers,  James,  Robert,  and  Edgar. 
Their  days  were  filled  with  normal  family 
activities,  including  lots  of  hard  work  and 
much  satisfaction. 

In  1928,  John  was  critically  burned  in  a 
house  fire.  Nettie  cared  for  nim  during  a 
long  and  difficult  convalescence.  He  recov- 
ered, returned  to  work,  and  undertook  a 
repair  and  remodeling  project  on  the  fire- 
damaged  family  home.  In  1936,  John  passed 
away. 

Within  the  next  few  years,  Nettie  took 
her  family  to  Jerseyville  where  she  worked 
as  a  cook,  then  later  bought  and  operated 
her  own  restaurant. 

After  her  children  were  grown,  Nettie 
returned  to  Elsah,  where  she  worked  at 
Principia  College,  retiring  in  1960.  From 
1953  until  the  time  of  her  death  she  lived  in 
the  small  frame  home  directly  north  of 
Fountain  Square  Park.  It  was  here  she  took 
such  pleasure  in  her  flowers  —  something 
blooming  at  every  season  —  and  in  her 
vegetable  garden  which  she  eagerly  shared 
with  visitors.  She  enjoyed  gardening, 
cooking,  and  canning  (especially  her  "fa- 
mous" picalilli,  chilli  sauce,  and  apple 
butter),  until  her  ninety-first  year. 
"Poochie",  her  little  black  dog,  was  the  joy 
of  her  later  years.  On  June  3, 1989,  two 
weeks  before  her  ninety-third  birthday, 
Nettie  passed  away  at  ner  Elsah  home.  She 
is  survived  by  her  orother,  Joseph  Bechtold, 
sons,  James,  Robert  and  Edgar,  and  ten 
grandchildren. 


June  Cronin  Sept.  24, 1989 
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Tlius  lie  waited  for  the  yuurise,  and  luocunvliile  in  Jivca  then  the  aun  wiia  risen  in  ii  lluui.l  ui  gulden 

rapture  viewed  liglit, 

Nature's  beauties  spread  before  him  in  that  awful  Gilding  all  the  plain  below  him  with  a  thousand 

solitude;  colors  briglit; 

Hero  his  native  liills   and  valleys,  sloping  baek-  Now  the  time  liud  come  for  action,  and  with  calm 

ward  from  the  shore  untroubled  eye, 

To  the  plain  where  stood  his  wigwam  in  the  happy  lie    embraced   the  fate  before  him,  sure  his  time 

days  of  yore.  had  come  to  die. 

There  the  fens  of  the  IMissouri,  in  their  waves  of  One  brief  moment,  then  the  chieftain  bowed  his 
living  green,  liead  in  silent  prayer. 

And  the  Mississippi  rolling  in  majestic  course  AVhen  the  death  hynni  from  his  lii)S  was  borne 
between ;  lU'on  the  morning  air, 

Then  anon  in  retrospection,  thrilled  with  honest  A"!-^  l-he  twelve  secreted  archers  as  they  listened 
pride,  he  thought  i»  i^li«nuiy, 

Of  the  trophies  he  had  taken,  and  the  battles  he  Saw   the  grewsome  bird  rise  upward,  and  swoop 


had  fought. 


down  upon  its  prey. 


Maea  (\£)\v^ 


But  the  yaimed  with  trained  precision  and  a  dozen  twanging 

strings 
Hurled  as  many  deadly  arrows  deep  beneath  the  monster's 

wings. 
"With  a  scream  of  rage  and  terror,  such  as  never  since  was 

heard. 
Backward,   o'er  the   towering  hill-top,  dying,  fell  the  mightv 

bird. 

Then  anon  the  tribe  assembled  ata  great  thanksgiving  feast, 
lyhero  ihc}'   praised   the  Blessed  Sjiirit  for  llieir  king,  so  sale 

released ;  '      , 

For,  though  badly  braised  and  mangled  by  the  ^lemon's  linal 

throes. 
The  old  chief  survived  —  and  after,  conquered  many  daring 

foes. 

And  a  likeness  of  the  monster  on  the  Prec'pice  was  engraved. 
That  they  ever  might  remember  from  what  fate  they  had  been 

saved. 
Kver  after,  when  the  warrior  drifted  by  it  in  his  skiff, 
lie  discharged  a  poisoned  arrow  at  the  picture  on  the  cliff. 


JIany  moons  had  come  and  vanished  since,  on  Though 'the  tracing  now  has  vanished  with  the 

yonder  shining  strand,  silent  lapse  of  time, 

lie   received  the   lineal   hatchet   from  his  dying  And   the   rock   whereon    'twas   drawn   has   been 

father's  hand,  transmuted  into  lime— 
AVith  injunctions  to  be  watchful,  well  to  guard  his  Though  another  race  is  monarch  o'er  the   Missis- 
people's  life,  sippi's  tide, 
And   protect   their   wives  and  children  from,  the  And    a   city's   temples   tower   where  the  Indian 

stranger's  scalping  knife.  fought  and  died. 

Yet  do  parents  oft  rehearse,  while  children  list 

And   no   foe  had   e'er  been  able  to  infringe  his  ^^.j^j^  bated  breath 

regal  sway,  D^^,^^,  ^l^^^,  i,^..^y^  Ouatoga  lured  the  dreaded  "Biasa" 

'Till  the  Biasa's  invasion  had  compelled  him  to  ^^  death 

give  way ; 
Then  he  thought  of  spouse  and  off-spring,  and  the 

hero's  soul  was  moved, 

As  he  asked  a  final  blessing  for  the  dear  ones  that  See  May  issue  for  the  Legend  of  "Lo'her's  Leap. 

he  loved. 


LEADING  ALTON  FIRMS. 


OFFICIAL    SOUVENIR    SPOONS    OF    THE    PIASA    CHAUTAUQUA    ASSEMBLY 

Hundreds  oi  these  spoons  have  been  sold  in  all  parts  oi  the  country.    ^Vith  each  spoon  is  given  the  Legend 
of  the  Piasa.        Tea  Size,  S3. 00;    5  o'clock  size,  ail. 35.        Made  in  Sterling  only.    All  orders  by  mail,  filled 

promptly. 

119  "West  Third  Street, 


J.  H.   BOOTH,  Jeweler, 


ALTON,  ILLINOIS 


:EVERYTHING     IN= 


HARDWARE,      TINWARE,      SPORTING      GOODS,      FISHING     TACKLE 

^HERMON    COLE    HARDWARE    CO, 


Phone.?: — Kinloeh.  Bell. 


127    WEST     THIRD    STREET 


xVlTON,  ILLINOIS 


Alton    Conservatory, 

123  2.  Second  St.^  ALTON,  ILL. 
Thirteenth  Year,  First  Term,  June  I,  J903. 


Piano  Department, 
Theoretical  and  Special 

Studies, 
Public  Scliool  Drawing 
Elocution, 
Violin,  (!niitar. 


Pipe  Organ, 
Voice  Culture, 
Sight  Singing, 
Physical  Culture, 
Business  Course, 
Mandolin, 
Equipped  with  Librar}'  and  Apparatus. 
The  Conservatory  is  an  Alton  Listitution. 
Office  Hours,  2  to  .3  p.  m. 


Banjo. 


RUTH    C  MILLS, 


Director. 


Curdie=Challacofflbe  Co., 

Plumbing,    Gasfitting,    Steam   and    Hot 
Water    Heating,  and    Sewering^ 


Telephones:    Kinloch,  523 

Bell,  Black  285 


JOBBING  GIVEN  SPECIAL  ATTENTION. 

207  EAST  SECOND  STREET,  ALTON,  ILL. 


LEADING  ST.  LOUIS  FIRMS. 


LE.ARN    TO    SWIM 

Morrison's  Life  Belt  is  the  most  practical  life  preserver 
made;  used  by  MAX,  AVOMA'X  or  CHILD  for  comfort 
and  perfect  SAFETY  in  water,  whether  swimmers  or  be- 
ginners. May  be  worn  underneath  or  ontside  of  batliing 
suit,  and  inflated  anytime  by  the  mouth  tube  in  30  seconds, 
Send  for  our  booklet  explaining  everything,  and  valuable 
jifdnts  on  swimming.  Life  Belts  mailed  upon  receijit  nf 
price  postpaid. 

3Ian  style  belt,  ?4  each.         Woman  style  belt  S4  each. 
Child  size  belt,  J3.50  each. 

Morrison    Life    Belt    Co., 

3M  nissouri  Trust  Building,  ST.  LOUIS,  HO. 


MILLS     &    AVERILL     TAILORING     CO., 


Fine    Merchant    Tailoring 


S.  E.  Corner  Broadway  and  Pine  Strset 


ST.  LOUIS,  mo. 


Morrison  Tent  and  Awning  Co.,     '^::Tx^!L}-^^ 


TMOS.  MORRISON,   President, 


Tents,  Awnings^  Flags, 

Tarpaulins,    Mops,    Wagon    Covers,    and 
Water=Proof  Oiled  Clotliing. 


C^    Phones:)! 


115  and  117  Olive  St., 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


"STZ  OLIVER  WRITER 


Docs  the  Most  of  the  Best   Work   the   Easiest 
Most   Rapid,   Convenient,    Simple   and    Durable 

Don't  buy  an  out-of-date  machine  on  a  worn-out  repu- 
tation. Get  the  most  highly  improved  writer  of  the 
Twentieth  Century. 

The  Oliver  Typewriter  Company, 


315  North  Ninth  Street, 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


DEVELOPING  &  PRINTING 
I    jt      FOR  AMATEURS,      jt 


KODAKS  AND  SUPPLIES 

STEREOPTICONS,  MOTION  PICTURE  MACHINES, 
SLIDES  &  Films.    Calcium  Light  For  All  Occasions. 

Erker  Bros.  Optical  Cc^^trZoSr* 


SEND    FOB    CATALOGTTK. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE 

TO 

THE  FARMERS'  CONFERENCE 


URBANA,    ILLINOIS 
January  31.  1918 


Issued  by 
THE   COMMITTEE  ON   PUBLIC    INFORMATION 
The  Secretary  of  State 
The  Secretary  of  War 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
George  Creel 


The  President's  Message 

I  am  very  sorry  indeed  thn,t  I  cannot  be  present  in 
person  at  the  Urbana  Conference.  I  should  like  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  inspiration  and  exchange  of 
counsel  which  I  know  I  sliould  obtain,  but  in  the 
circumstances  it  has  seemed  impossible  for  me  to  be 
present  and,  therefore,  I  can  only  send  you  a  very 
earnest  message  expressing  my  interest  and  the  thoughts 
which  such  a  conference  must  bring  prominently  mto 
every  mind. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  for  I  am  sure  you  realize  as 
keenly  as  I  do,  that  we  are  as  a  Nation  m  the  presence 
of  a  great  ta,sk  which  demands  supreme  sacrifice  and 
endeavor  of  every  one  of  us.  We  can  give  everything 
that  is  needed  with  the  greater  willingness,  and  even 
satisfaction,  because  the  object  of  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged  is  the  greatest  that  free  men  have  ever 
undertaken.  It  is  to  prevent  the  life  of  the  world  from 
being  determined  and  the  fortunes  of  men  everywhere 
affected  by  small  groups  of  military  masters  who  seek 
their  own  interest  and  the  selfish  dominion  throughout 
the  world  of  the  Governments  they  unhappily  for  the 
moment  control.  You  will  not  need  to  be  convinced 
that  it  was  necessary  for  us  as  a  free  people  to  take 
part  in  this  war.  It  had  raised  its  evil  hand  against 
us.  Tlie  rulers  of  Germany  had  sought  to  exercise 
their  power  in  such  a  way  as  to  shut  oil  our  economic 
life  so  far  as  our  intercourse  with  Europe  was  con- 
cerned, and  to  confine  our  people  within  the  Western 
Hemisphere  while  they  accomplished  purposes  which 
would  have  permanently  impaired  and  impeded  every 
process  of  our  national  life  and  have  put  the  fortunes 
of  America  at  the  mercy  of  the  Imperial  Government 
of  Germany. 

Reality,  Wot  Merely  a  Threat 

This    was   no   threat.      It  had   become  a   reality.  , 
Their  hand  of  violence  had  been  laid  upon  our  own 
people   and  our   own   property   in    flagrant    violation 
not   only   of  justice   but  of   the  well-recognized  and 


long-standing  covenants  of  international  law  and 
treaty.  We  are  fighting,  therefore,  as  truly  for  the 
liberty  and  self-government  of  the  United  States  as  if 
the  war  of  our  own  Revolution  had  to  be  fought  over 
again;  and  every  man  in  every  business  in  the  United 
States  must  know  by  this  time  that  his  whole  future 
fortune  lies  in  the  balance.  Our  national  life  and  our 
whole  economic  development  will  pass  under  the 
sinister  influences  of  foreign  control  if  we  do  not  win. 
We  must  win,  therefore,  and  we  shall  win.  I  need 
not  ask  you  to  pledge  your  lives  and  fortunes  with 
those  of  the  rest  of  the  Nation  to  the  accomplishment 
of  that  great  end. 

You  will  realize,  as  I  think  statesmen  on  both  sides 
of  the  water  realize,  that  the  culminating  crisis-of  the 
struggle  has  come  and  that  the  achievements  of  this 
year  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  must  determine  the 
issue.  It  haa  turned  out  that  the  forces  that  fight  for 
freedom,  the  freedom  of  men  all  over  the  world  as 
well  as  our  own,  depend  upon  us  in  an  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  degree  for  sustenance,  for  the  supply 
of  the  materials  by  which  men  are  to  live  and  to  fignt, 
and  it  will  be  our  glory  when  the  war  is  over  that  we 
have  supplied  those  materials  and  supplied  them 
abundantly,  and  it  will  be  all  the  more  glory  because 
in  supplying  them  we  have  made  our  supreme  effort 
and  sacrifice. 

Great  Agencies  at  Work 

In  the  field  of  agriculture  wa  have  agencies  and 
instrumentalities,  fortunately,  such  as  no  other  govern- 
ment in  the  world  can  show.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest  practical  and 
scientific-  agricultural  organization  in  the  world.  Its 
total  annual  budget  of  $46,000,000  has  been  increased 
during  the  last  four  years  more  than  seventy-two  per 
cent.  It  has  a  staff  of  eighteen  thousand,  including  a 
large  number  of  highly  trained  experts,  and  alongside 
of  it  stands  the  unique  land  grant  colleges,  which  are 
without  example  elsewhere,  and  the  sixty-nine  state 
and  federal  experiment  stations.  These  colleges  and 
experiment  stations  have  a  total  endowment  of  plant 
and  equipment  of  $172,000,000  and  an  income  of  more 
than   S35,000,000,   with    10,271    teachers,   a   resident 

student  body  of  125,000,  and  a  vast  additional  number 
receiving  instruction  at  their  homes.  County  agents, 
joint  olficers  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  of 
the  Colleges,  arc  evcry\vhcre  cooperating  with  the 
farmers  and  assisting  them.  The  number  of  extension 
workers  under  the  Smith-Lever  Act  and  under  the 
recent  emergency  legislation  has  grown  to  5, .500  men  and 
women  working  regularly  in  the  various  communities 
and  taking  to  the  farmer  the  latest  scientific  and  practi- 
cal information.  Alongside  these  great  public  agencies 
stand  the  very  effective  voluntary  organizations  among 
the  farmers  themselves  which  are  more  and  more  learn- 
ing the  best  methods  of  cooperation  and  the  best 
methods  of  putting  to  practical  use  the  assistance 
derived  from  governmental  sources.  The  banking 
legislation  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  given  the 
farmers  access  to  the  great  lendable  capital  of  the 
country,  and  it  has  become  the  duty  both  of  the  men 
in  charge  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Banking  System  and 
of  the  P'arm  Loan  Banking  System  to  see  to  it  that 
the  farmers  obtain  the  credit,  both  short  term  and  long 
term,  to  which  they  are  not  only  entitled,  but  which 
it  is  imperatively  necessary  should  be  extended  to 
them  if  the  present  tasks  of  the  country  are  to  be 
adequately  performed.  Both  by  direct  purchase  of 
nitrates  and  by  the  establishment  of  plants  to  produce 
nitrates,  the  Government  is  doing  its  utmost  to  assist 
in  the  problem  of  fertilization.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  other  agencies  arc  actively  assisting 
the  farmers  to  locate,  safeguard,  and  secure  at  cost  an 
adequate  supply  of  sound  seed.  The  Department  has 
$2,500,000  available  for  this  purpose  now  and  has 
asked  the  Congress  for  $6,000,000  more. 

Farm  Labor  and  the  Draft 

The  labor  problem  is  one  of  great  difiiculty,  and  some 
of  the  best  agencies  of  the  Nation  are  addressing  them- 
selves to  the  task  of  solving  it,  so  far  as  it  is  possible 
to  solve  it.  Farmers  have  not  been  exempted  from 
the  draft.  I  know  that  they  would  not  wish  to  be. 
I  take  it  for  granted  the}'  would  not  wish  to  be  put  in 
a  class  by  themselves  in  this  respect.  But  the  atten- 
tion of  the  War  Department  has  been  very  seriously 
centered  upon  the  task  of  interfering  with  the  labor 
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of  the  farms  as  little  aa  possible,  and  under  the  new 
draft  regulations  I  believe  that  the  farmers  of  the 
country  will  find  that  their  supply  of  labor  is  very  much 
less  seriously  drawn  upon  than  it  was  under  the  first 
.  and  initial  draft,  made  before  we  had  had  our  present 
full  experience  in  these  perplexing  matters.  The 
supply  of  labor  in  all  industries  is  a  matter  wo  must 
look  to  and  are  looking  to  with  diligent  care. 

Response  of  the  Farmers 

And  let  me  say  that  the  stimulation  of  the  agencies 
I  have  enumerated  has  been  responded  to  by  the 
farmers  in  splendid  fashion.  I  dare  say  that  you  are 
aware  that  the  farmers  of  this  country  are  as  efficient 
as  any  other  farmers  in  the  world.  They  do  not 
produce  more  per  acre  than  the  farmers  in  Europe. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  do  so.  It  would 
perhaps  be  bad  economy  for  them  to  attempt  it. 
But  they  do  produce  by  two  to  three  or  four  times 
more  per  man,  per  unit  of  labor  and  capital,  than  the 
farmers  of  any  European  country.  They  are  more 
alert  and  use  more  labor-saving  devices  than  any  other 
farmers  in  the  world.  And  their  response  to  the 
demands  of  the  present  emergency  has  been  in  every 
way  remarkable.  Last  spring  their  planting  exceeded' 
by  twelve  million  acres  the  largest  planting  of  any 
previous  year,  and  the  yields  from  the  crops  were 
record-breaking  yields.  In  the  fall  of  1917  a  wheat 
acreage  of  42,170,000  was  planted,  which  was  one 
million  larger  than  for  any  preceding  year,  three 
millions  greater  than  the  next  largest,  and  seven 
millions  greater  than  the  preceding  five-year  average. 

Should  Exceed  Past  Achievements 

But  I  ought  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  not  only  necessary 
that  these  achievements  should  be  repeated,  but  that 
they  should  be  exceeded.  I  know  what  this  advice 
involves.  It  involves  not  only  labor  but  sacrifice,  the 
painstaking  application  of  every  bit  of  scientific 
knowledge  and  every  tested  practice  that  is  available.  -. 
It  means  the  utmost  economy,  even  to  the  point  where 
the  pinch  comes.  It  means  the  kind  of  concentration 
and  self-sacrifice  which  is  involved  in  the  field  of  battle 
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itself,  where  the  object  always  looms  greater  than  the 
individual.  And  yet  the  Government  will  help  and 
help  in  every  way  that  is  possible.  The  impression 
w!iich  prevails  in  some  quarters  that  while  the  Govern- 
ment has  sought  to  fix  the  prices  of  foodstuffs,  it  has 
not  sought  to  fix  other  prices  which  determme  the 
expenses  of  the  farmer,  is  a  mistaken  one.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Government  has  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully regulated  the  prices  of  many  fundamental 
materials  underlying  all  the  industries  of  the  country, 
and  has  regulated  them,  not  only  for  the  purchases 
of  the  Government,  but  also  for  the  purchases  of  the 
general  public,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Congress  will  extend  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  important,  and  even  essential,  matter  so 
that  the  tendency  to  profiteering  which  is  showing 
itself  in  too  many  quarters  may  be  effectively  checked. 
In  fixing  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  the  Government  has 
sincerely  tried  to  keep  the  interests  of  the  farmer  as 
much  in  mind  as  the  interests  of  the  communities, 
which  are  to  be  served,  but  it  is  serving  mankind  as 
well  as  the  farmer,  and  everything  in  these  times  of 
war  takes  on  the  rigid  aspect  of  duty. 

America's  Greatest  Opportunity 

I  will  not  appeal  to  you  to  continue  and  renew  and 
increase  your  efforts.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so,  I  believe  that  you  will  do  it  with- 
out any  word  or  appeal  from  me,  because  you  under- 
stand as  well  as  I  do  the  needs  and  opportunities  of 
this  great  hour  when  the  fortunes  of  mankind  every- 
where seem  about  to  be  determined  and  when  America 
has  the  greatest  opportunity  she  has  ever  had  to  make 
good  her  own  freedom  and  in  making  it  good  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  men  struggling  for  their  freedom  every- 
where. You  remember  that  it  was  farmers  from 
whom  came  the  first  shots  at  Ijcxington,  that  set 
aflame  the  Revolution  that  made  America  free.  I 
hope  and  believe  that  the  farmers  of  America  will 
willingly  and  conspicuously  stand  by  to  win  this  war 
also. 

Glad  We  Are  Americans 

The  toil,  the  intelligence,  the  energy,  the  fore- 
sight, the  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  of  the  farmers  of 

America  will,  I  believe,  bring  to  a  triumphant  conclu- 
sion tliis  great  last  war  for  the  emancipation  of  men 
from  the  control  of  arbitrary  government  and  the 
selfishness  of  class  legislation  .and  control,  and  then, 
when  tlin  end  has  come,  we  may  look  each  other  in  the 
face  and  be  glad  that  wo  are  jVmcricans  and  have  had 
the  privilege  to  play  such  a  part. 
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